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SRWIELY 2 Joint US-USSH Proposals for Cosperation in
sotencs and Technology: Yater Resources
Teoperative Arsa

[EPPRICY H 4kﬁ9?ﬁhbﬁﬂ frown Chfulifs, URGI, to Lrafrsan,
TIACE, dated 2 Yovember 1972

{. Yo have reexamingd the Jotat US-USSR Probosals
for Conperation in Science and Technology: Hater Resources
coppuerative Arca. Uur overall opinion of the ilateral
anvegnent 18 the same a5 stated in the referenced memgrandum,
¢ Foul the agresment has been and will continue to be
beneTicial to both countries and that no loss of US stratecic
tecimology will oceur,

e He do nol belivve that any significant nesw knowlsdoe
3 been produced thus far, dost of the activity that
bas takewm plece thus far has been the sxchange of technical
faformation, bibleographic wmatertals, and slanning of future
pxchaniges of scientific delegations.
Te iz h have seen n intelligence reporting that inelicates
E: i??far@ﬁt soviet attitude than that reflected in the officia)
reparts of the Project dorking Sroup. Yirtually a1l of our
information on Seviet wator resourcas cowes froem unclassified
Toviet pericdicals, newsparer sccounts, amd radip broadeasts.
These sources ndicate a sirong desirve on the part of the
Sovfets to continue to cooperate asd are optimistic on Zhe
beneTits 10 the USSR,

4o The Soviets are undertaking cooperative agresments
in the water resources area with countries 1n addition to
the S, “ost notable are thelr agreswents with Greal 2ritatin
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and France. The USSR and Great Britain sianed a five~year
agreement on cooperation in the field of environmental
protection on May 21, 1974, Areas included are the protection
of waters from pollution and comprehensive utilization

of water resources. The hydrological agreement with France
includes topics such as frrigation, hydrometeorology, and

the use of computers to forecast spring floods. Iran also

has agreed to expand cooperation with the Soviets beyond

the current joint project on the Araks river which borders

the two countries,

b. Yo believe the agreement will be beneficial to
the US even though the US 1s probably ahead of the Soviets
in the majority of the areas in the agreement. The US Working
Group on Planning, Utilization, and Management of Water
Resources, which visited the Soviet Union in May 1974,
was impressed with the magnitude of the Soviet water
resources development program. Areas where the US should
benefit the most appear to be cold weather construction,
the use of polymer films, explosives excavation, and
groundwater research. The Soviets have more experience
than the US in working with concrete that is pre=cast
rather than cast-in-place, but concrete work and quality
control 1s below that of the US. The US should benefit
from the extensive Soviet work in drainage espectally
as it affects salinity of the sofls. Another benefit
will accrue to the US 1f the Soviets increase purchases
of such items as irrigation equipment and arrange to
use US consultants o advise on water resource problems,
The only disadvantage to the US could le in the field
of computer assistance in water resource management and
control if the Soviets then utilize the automated techniques
in more strateqic areas.

. Several additional areas exist that might make
the agreement of greater benefit to the US. In the area
of explosives excavation, a visit to the Amu-Bukhara
Canal or the Nurek dam site, both in Soviet Central Asta,
would be of value. Extensive Soviet work on salinity
problems has not been explored sufficfently at this point.
Attempts to learn more about Soviet drainage technology
-is recommended,
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7. Soviet benefits will come from the acquistion
of US hardware and technological capability. The Soviets
are secking an automated total water resocurce program
similar to that in the US, including the use of computers
and mathematical models in the plamning, design, and
impiementation of the proarams, The Soviets also hope
%0 gain information on large river basin diversion.
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